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Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra 

“Australia's brightest and shiniest new orchestra … with its mellifluous woodwind, punchy brass and 

beautifully tuned strings … [Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra] captured that ‘doing something 

differently’ spirit perfectly in what was a genuinely exciting evening. It's to be hoped that this exciting 

young orchestra will continue to carry through their own revolution in the years to come. Bravo! … this 

is an important addition to Australia's musical landscape.”  

Limelight Magazine, November 2014 

Under the Artistic Direction of Richard Gill AO, the Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra is a professional ensemble 

of specialist Australian musicians, many of whom continue to have distinguished careers in Europe and the United 

Kingdom, playing with the world’s leading period instrument orchestras and chamber music ensembles. Australian 

Romantic & Classical Orchestra is the inspiration of three of Australia's most renowned musicians: conductor and 

educator Richard Gill AO, violinist Rachael Beesley and clarinettist Nicole van Bruggen. The orchestra is a not-for-profit 

incorporated association which is governed by a board consisting of arts, marketing, legal, and development experts. 

 

 

It is the Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra’s intention to be a national orchestra and to build audience in all of 

Australia’s major cities as well as in regional areas. It is also an integral function of the orchestra to include extensive 

education projects for music students of all ages, and professionals in all of their activities. To this end, significant 

collaborations with primary, secondary and tertiary institutions have already been founded.  

For many years, Australia has had one period instrument orchestra which primarily performs music from the Baroque, 

reaching into the Classical eras. Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra fills a gap in Australia’s musical landscape as 

the nation’s only orchestra presenting late Classical through to Romantic, reaching into 20th century repertoire in HIP 

style. 

Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra has received financial support from Australia Council, Creative Partnerships 

Australia, Ministry for the Arts Catalyst Fund, Creative Victoria, Marrickville Council, The Humanity Foundation, Robert 

Salzer Foundation, Cages Foundation and private donations. Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra is listed on the 

Register of Cultural Organisations and has been awarded Deductible Gift Recipient status from the Ministry for the Arts. 
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David Greco | Baritone Soloist in March 2019 

International Australian born baritone David Greco has worked on the cutting edge of the early music movement in 

Europe and has appeared as a soloist with worlds most exceptional festivals. Having sung throughout the world’s finest 

concert halls, this year David made his debut as a soloist with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra in Bach’s great cantata 

for solo baritone Ich habe Genug at the Sydney Opera House. In 2012 David was bass Lay Clark in Westminster Abbey 

Choir, and in 2014 was appointed a position with the Sistine Chapel Choir in the Vatican, Rome. 2016 saw David’s debut 

as a principal artist with Opera Australia, and also the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. He has performed with Lyric Opera 

Chicago and the Macau International Music Festival.  

In 2017 David appeared as a soloist with the Australian Brandenburg Orchestra, Sydney Philharmonia Choirs, and 

Pinchgut Opera. 2018 will see the release of David’s solo artist recording with ABC Classics label of Schubert’s 

Winterreise on a period forte piano with Erin Helyard, as well as performances with the Australian Haydn Ensemble, 

Pinchgut Opera, and Sydney Philharmonia Choirs, and concerts across Holland and Germany and the UK. 

Latitude 37 | Partner Ensemble for Richard Gill Presents in May 2019 

Latitude 37 is an exciting baroque trio whose members were drawn together by their passion for historically informed 

performance of 17th and 18th century music.  The special combination of baroque violin, viola da gamba and 

harpsichord opens up a wealth of repertoire that is rarely explored by other Australian ensembles. Comprising top 

graduates of the Royal Conservatory in The Hague, reunited after years of extensive research and international 

experience playing with many of the finest ensembles and artists abroad, Latitude 37 share a unified interest in 

cultivating and communicating their art.  Their spontaneity is inspired by the art of improvisation, communication, and 

the humanity of a genre of music intended to charm and enchant its audience. Since its Melbourne debut in 2008, the 

ensemble has become an active presence on the Australasian early music scene, with festival appearances, concerts, 

tours and regular broadcasts on ABC Classic FM.  Their first, self-titled CD and subsequent album Empires both received 

ARIA nominations, and they released their third album Royal Consorts with ABC Classics in October 2015. 

Nicole van Bruggen | Basset Clarinet Soloist in August 2019 

Nicole van Bruggen is principal clarinettist and member of the ARCO Artistic Team. She has recently returned to 

Australia after being based in The Netherlands for seventeen years where she was principal clarinet and guest soloist in 

many of Europe’s finest historical instrument orchestras and ensembles such as Concerto Copenhagen (Denmark), 

Barokksolistene (Norway), Amsterdam String Quartet, New Dutch Academy, and Concerto d’Amsterdam. She has 

performed with the Australian Brandenburg Orchestra, Victorian Opera, The Netherlands Bach Society, Tafelmusik 

(Canada) and Les Musiciens du Louvre (France). Nicole has won prizes at the International Van Wassenaar Concours 

(2001) and the prestigious Flanders Festival Competition in Bruges (1999) and has performed for many years at the 

Utrecht Early Music Festival as well as other major festivals in Europe. In 2017, her performances with the ARCO 

Chamber Soloists of Mozart Clarinet Quintet were lauded by Limelight Magazine and Sydney Morning Herald as some 

of the top concerts of the year. 

 


