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     ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES 

Richard Gill AO | Artistic Director & Conductor in March 2019 
Australian conductor and educator, Richard Gill, one of 
Australia's best-known and best-loved musical figures, is a 
significant and vital key member of ARCO.  

His career has taken him from teaching music in Sydney's western suburbs to Music Director of the 
Victorian Opera, Artistic Director of the Sydney Symphony Education Program, and along the way an 
involvement with almost every major opera company and orchestra in Australia. He is one of this country's 
pre-eminent conductors and a passionate advocate of music education. He specialises in opera, music 
theatre and vocal and choral training and his work in developing young musicians and creating 
opportunities for them is recognised world-wide. His appearances on the ABC’s “Spicks and Specks” and 
“Q&A” have made him a household name within and beyond Australia’s musical world. What truly 
distinguishes Richard is his passion and enthusiasm for spreading not just the joy of music, but its myriad 
benefits. He is Australia’s greatest musical educator, and many say one of the best in the world. His life's 
work - alongside his other roles - has been advocating music in our education system, and furthering the 
development of those who have gone on to choose music as a vocation. He brings music to life, and his 
knowledge and deep enjoyment of his subject is as inspiring and enlightening to a class of primary school 
students as it is to the cast of a major opera. The majority of Australia’s young contemporary professional 
musicians count Richard as a powerful influence on their musical development. He has been awarded two 
Honorary Doctorates and an AO for distinguished service to the performing arts as a conductor, artistic 
director and advisor, to the development of music education, and as a mentor of young musicians. 

Jacqueline Porter | Soprano Soloist in March 2019 
Jacqueline Porter holds an honours degree in Music Performance and a Bachelor of Arts (Italian) from the 
University of Melbourne and was the recipient of the 2010 Dame Nellie Melba Opera Trust Scholarship. 
Equally at home on the operatic stage and the concert platform, Jacqueline appears regularly with 
Australia’s major symphony orchestras and choral societies. She has worked with celebrated conductors 
including Sir Neville Marriner, Vladimir Ashkenazy Sir Andrew Davis, Richard Egarr and Oleg Caetani, and 
her recitals and concerts are frequently broadcast on ABC Classic FM. Her opera roles include Susanna (The 
Marriage of Figaro), Despina (Così fan tutte), Drusilla, Virtù and Pallade (L’incoronazione di Poppea); 
L’Amour (Orpheé et Eurydice); Saskia and Hendrickje Stoffels (Rembrandt’s Wife); Clorinda (Il 
Combattimento di Tancredi e Clorinda) and Momus (Der Streit Zwischen Phoebus und Pan) (Baroque Triple 
Bill) for Victorian Opera and Gretel (Hansel and Gretel) for State Opera South Australia. 

David Greco | Baritone Soloist in March 2019 
International Australian born baritone David Greco has worked on the cutting edge of the early music 
movement in Europe and has appeared as a soloist with worlds most exceptional festivals. Having sung 
throughout the world’s finest concert halls, this year David made his debut as a soloist with the Sydney 
Symphony Orchestra in Bach’s great cantata for solo baritone Ich habe Genug at the Sydney Opera House.  
In 2012 David was bass Lay Clark in Westminster Abbey Choir, and in 2014 was appointed a position with 
the Sistine Chapel Choir in the Vatican, Rome. 2016 saw David’s debut as a principal artist with Opera 
Australia, and also the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. He has performed with Lyric Opera Chicago and the 
Macau International Music Festival. In 2017 David appeared as a soloist with the Australian Brandenburg 
Orchestra, Sydney Philharmonia Choirs, and Pinchgut Opera. 2018 will see the release of David’s solo artist 
recording with ABC Classics label of Schubert’s Winterreise on a period forte piano with Erin Helyard, as 
well as performances with the Australian Haydn Ensemble, Pinchgut Opera, and Sydney Philharmonia 
Choirs, and concerts across Holland and Germany and the UK. 

Nicole van Bruggen | Basset Clarinet Soloist in March 2019 
Nicole van Bruggen is principal clarinettist and member of the ARCO Artistic Team. She returned to 
Australia in 2012 after being based in The Netherlands for seventeen years where she was principal clarinet 
and guest soloist in many of Europe’s finest historical instrument orchestras and ensembles such as 
Concerto Copenhagen (Denmark), Barokksolistene (Norway), Amsterdam String Quartet, New Dutch 
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Academy, and Concerto d’Amsterdam. She has performed with the Australian Brandenburg Orchestra, 
Victorian Opera, The Netherlands Bach Society, Tafelmusik (Canada) and Les Musiciens du Louvre (France). 
Nicole has won prizes at the International Van Wassenaar Concours (2001) and the prestigious Flanders 
Festival Competition in Bruges (1999) and has performed for many years at the Utrecht Early Music Festival 
as well as other major festivals in Europe. Her recent Mozart Clarinet Quintet performances with the 
Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra were lauded by Limelight Magazine as one of the top 25 concerts 
of the year in Australia. 

Katie Noonan | Guest Ensemble in March 2019 for ‘Richard Gill Presents’ 
A singer, producer, songwriter, pianist and business woman, this 5 x ARIA Award winning and 7 x platinum 
selling songstress first received widespread praise as the angel-voiced songstress of indie-pop band George 
and has since taken audiences on sublime excursions through Jazz, Pop and Classical music. She has 
collaborated with Australian Chamber Orchestra, Sydney Symphony Orchestra, Circa, Sydney Dance 
Company, Vince Jones, The Brodsky Quartet and Grammy nominated producer Andy Caldwell. Currently, 
Katie is as the Artistic Director of The Queensland Music Festival and is passionate about encouraging 
important new work that explores interdisciplinary collaborations and community engagement. 

Rachael Beesley | Concertmaster in March 2019, Director & Soloist in May 2019 
Rachael Beesley is an internationally renowned Australian violinist, director, concertmaster and educator. 
Graduating from the Royal Conservatoire, The Hague, The Netherlands in 1999, Rachael’s specialises in 
historically informed performance and appears as guest concertmaster with Europe’s most distinguished 
HIP ensembles and orchestras including Anima Eterna Brugge, La Petite Bande and New Dutch Academy, 
performing in festivals, concert halls and opera houses worldwide.  As guest concertmaster with the 
Australian Brandenburg Orchestra, Pinchgut Opera, Opera Australia, Victorian Opera, and 
director/concertmaster of the Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra, which she co-founded in 2013, 
Rachael is a key figure in the Australian music scene.  Rachael is regularly invited to guest direct modern 
orchestras from the violin, including the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra and Melbourne Chamber 
Orchestra, tours for MusicaViva Australia and has performed on over 50 album recordings and broadcasts 
for radio and television. As a highly regarded teacher and mentor, Rachael teaches and lectures at the 
Royal Conservatoire in The Hague, The Netherlands and the Sydney and Melbourne Conservatoriums and 
guest lectures at the School of Music, Monash University and the Victorian College of the Arts Secondary 
School. Specialising in Practising in Flow, she has been invited to speak at conferences in Australia, New 
Zealand and The Netherlands. Rachael has been awarded an Ian Potter Cultural Trust grant and is listed in 
the Who’s Who of Australian Women. 

The Idea of North| Guest Ensemble in May 2019 for ‘Richard Gill Presents’ 
The Idea of North’s instrumentation consists of voice (soprano), voice (alto), voice (tenor) and voice (bass), 
with a little bit of vocal percussion thrown in. They have a beautifully distinct sound and style, but they 
cross many musical genres: jazz, folk, gospel, pop, classical, comedy - exactly what you see and hear at a 
concert is difficult to describe. 

Jakob Lehmann | International Guest Director in August 2019 
Jakob Lehmann is a young musician for whom stylistic awareness and historically informed performance 
are the pillars of emotionally sincere and energetic interpretations. His dual aims of fidelity to the 
composer’s intentions with their direct conveyance to his modern audiences guide his diverse activities as 
both as violinist and conductor. Jakob regards the collaborative convergence of historically informed 
performance styles with more traditional approaches as one his main objectives. 

Jane Rutter and Third Culture| Guest Ensemble in August 2019 for ‘Richard Gill Presents’ 
Jane Rutter’s classical career is enhanced by her skills in World Music, Theatre, Film, Composition & 
Improvisation. She has appeared in the UK, Europe, USA, South-East Asia, South America and China, and is 
a household name in Australia. Jane’s Third Culture project presents Classical and non-Classical music from 
around the world, with original Australian chamber-fusion pieces and best-loved melodies from different 
cultures on flute and guitar. Third Culture refers to children who spent a significant part of their formative 
years outside their parents’ culture. Belonging to many places, they merge their birth culture with their 
adopted culture, creating their own. The music of Third Culture represents a similar union of diverse styles. 


